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1.0. INTRODUCTION

Fish farming or aquaculture is an integral part of the 
overall agricultural production system in Nigeria. 
Though not quite popular, the sector contributes 

1
about 3% of agriculture GDP.  Fish is a very important 
source of animal protein for both man and livestock, 
implying that the production of fish can be a very 
important source of income, employment, and 
recreation for people around the world. Ironically, 
agriculture in developing countries emphasizes more 
on crop and livestock, whereas the aquaculture 
subsector which is somewhat neglected, offers 
equivalent potentials in solving the problems of 
hunger, malnutrition, poverty and unemployment.

The word aquaculture describes the cultivation of 
freshwater and saltwater populations (especially fish) 
under controlled conditions, and can be contrasted 
with artisanal fishing, which is the harvesting of wild 
fish (online dictionary, 2014). Unlike harvesting from 
the wild, aquaculture requires deliberate human 
involvement in the life and care of the fish which is 
expected to result in yields that exceed those from 
the natural environment. Such interventions will 
include: stocking water with seed (fingerlings or 
juveniles), fertilizing the water, feeding the fish, 
maintaining the water quality and other things as the 
case may be.

2.0. AQUACULTURE AND HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES

The consumption of fish and some other aquatic lives 
has from time formed part of man’s delicacy. Artisanal 
fishing can therefore be said to be one of the oldest 
professions on earth buttressing how important fish 
has been to man, and before the development of 
aquaculture, all fish consumed by humans was gotten 
from the wild (rivers, streams, lakes, oceans etc.) until 
man started exploring the domestication of fish. 
Earliest records of stocking wild fishes were recorded 
in China, Japan and Egypt over 2000 years ago while 

2
china is the leading producer of fish in the globe .

In Nigeria, aquaculture started around 1940’s with 
the establishment of brackish water ponds and a 
small aquaculture school at Onikan by the colonial 

3
authorities, Otubusin (1986) . The main purpose of 
establishing those ponds was to adequately train staff 
(Extension Agents) so that they could effectively take 
on the responsibilities of running fish farms. In post 
independent Nigeria, external organizations such as 
the FAO also assisted in the establishment of an 
African Regional Aquaculture Centre (ARRC) at Aluu in 
River State, for training of personnel to effectively 
manage an Aquacultural establishment. Later, 
Federal and State governments in Nigeria also 
established demonstration fish farms at Panyam, 

ISSN: 2354-366X

AQACULTURE AS AJOB CREATOR 
AMONG SMALL SCALE FARMERS 

1Central Bank of Nigeria Annual report 2012
2Adedeji OB, Okocha RC. Constraint to Aquaculture Development in Nigeria and Way Forward, Veterinary Public Health and Preventive Medicine, University of 
Ibadan, Nigeria; 2011
3Otubusin, S. (1986), ‘Modern Aquaculture Practices for Increased Fish Production in Nigeria,’ http://aquaticcommons.org/3428/

 Local fishermen in Argungu catching fish with their bare hands

Published by: National Association of Nigerian Traders – NANTS
Email: nants_nig@yahoo.com or info@nants.org

Tel: +234 803 300 2001, +234 806 401 4786, +234 9 7812124.
Website: www.nants.org 

N

OWAC SE  y Cb o md

metr iso sp ip o

u n

S



farm foodfarm foodfarm foodfarm food

N

Published by: National Association of Nigerian Traders – NANTS
Email: nants_nig@yahoo.com or info@nants.org

Tel: +234 803 300 2001, +234 806 401 4786, +234 9 7812124.
Website: www.nants.org 

2

Furthermore, fish contains a reasonable amount of 
Omega III fatty acid that reduces the risk of 
cardiovascular diseases, hypertension, etc.  Fish is 
thus medically prescribed as preferred protein 
especially for people above 50years.Omega III fatty 
acids is also responsible for proper development of 
brain cells in developing foetus and help to reduce 
many forms of cancer and promote healthy brain 
tissue. Studies also suggest inclusion of fish into a 
healthy diet can have a positive impact on the 
development of Alzheimer’s disease in elderly 

6
persons .

Fish also has significant contribution to agricultural 
GDP. The FAO estimates the value of fish traded 
internationally to be $ 51 billion per annum (FAO, 
2000), and over 36 million people are employed 
directly through fishing and aquaculture (FAO, 2000) 
and as many as 200 million people derive direct and 
indirect income from fish (Garcia and Newton, 1997).

In terms of social/ecstatic importance, aquaculture 
has also become an interesting component of 
recreation; people today go to watch ecstatic fish in 
aquariums which in turn translates to economic gain 
for the keeper of such fish. 

4.0. THE STATUS OF FISH PRODUCTION IN NIGERIA

Whereas the Agricultural Transformation Agenda had 
clearly stated that Nigeria requires about 2.66 million 
metric tons of fish annually to satisfy the dietary 
requirement of its citizens, regrettably, the total 
aggregate domestic fish supply from all sources 
(capture and culture fisheries) is less than 0.7 million 
metric tons per annum. This situation has condemned 
Nigeria with the only option of importing about 1.96 
million metric tons of fish valued at about $500 

7million annually to augment the shortfall .

It is further regrettable to state that the massive 
importation of frozen fish into the country has ranked 
Nigeria as the largest importer of frozen fish in Africa 
(just as she is the largest importer of rice and wheat 
and other agricultural products) despite the 
stupendous natural endowment for the competitive 
production of these products. Data obtained from the 
Federal Department of 

Odeda, Oyo, Agodi, Ibadan, Maska, Bagauda, Wuya, 
Akure, Okigwe and Oluponna, Otubusin (1986).

Although Nigeria has been cultivating fish for the past 
50 years, local production is still not able to meet 
domestic demand. The country still depends on huge 
importation of fish to fill the demand gap. This can be 
attributed to the general neglect for the agricultural 
sector in Nigeria.

This paper therefore intends to achieve the following 
purposes:
1. To expose to and create investment 

opportunities for Small scale farmers (especially 
youths) to consider fish farming as an alternative 
business option.

2. To inform government and stakeholders of the 
problems and potentials of aquaculture sector 
in Nigeria.

3. To review present investments and advocate for 
government’s interventions/further assistance 
targeted at small scale fish farmers in Nigeria just 
like other agricultural crop/commodities.

3.0. THE IMPORTANCE OF FISH

The importance of fish cannot be over emphasized. 
4Fish has nutritional and health importance . Experts 

agree that, even in small quantities, fish can have a 
significant positive impact in improving the quality of 
dietary protein by complementing the essential 
amino acids that are often present in low quantities in 
vegetable-based diets. Fish oils in fatty fish are the 
richest source of a type of fat that is vital to normal 
brain development in unborn babies and infants. 
Without adequate amounts of these fatty acids, 
normal brain development does not take place 
(enhancement of high Intelligent Quotient (IQ) in 
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developing children.) . 
4Protein in fish is a macro nutrient that is greatly needed by the body for effective functioning and the major source around the world is animal protein. 
Fish provides nearly three million people with at least 15% of their animal protein. Also, the FAO stated that fish is a food of excellent nutritional value, providing 
high quality protein and a wide variety of vitamins and minerals, including vitamins A and D, phosphorus, magnesium, selenium, and iodine in marine fish. 
Its protein, which is like that of meat, is easily digestible and favourably complements dietary protein provided by cereals and legumes that are typically consumed 
in many developing countries.
5http://www.fao.org/focus/e/fisheries/nutr.htm
6en.wikipedia.org/wiki/fish
7Agricultural Transformation Agenda Blueprint (2011)



Fisheries indicate that in Nigeria, the total fish 
production in 2012 was 968,283 tonnes with artisanal 
fisheries (capture) accounting for about 74 per cent 
and farming in an enclosure outside natural systems 
(aquaculture) contributing not more than 26 per cent 
(meanwhile the country is first in the continent in the 
farming of catfish) (the Nation 2014). 

In the meantime, production from both ends (capture 
and aquaculture) only sums to 40 per cent of the 1.5 
million (MT) requirement of 9.38 kg per capita fish 
consumption; and so importation is unwittingly seen 
taking care of the huge 60 per cent balance. In view of 
the recent campaign for resource conservation, 
increasing production from the aquaculture end has 
therefore become imperative.

Table 1: Statistics of fish productivity and gap in 
Nigeria

Fish farming is certainly one of the fastest growing 
8agriculture enterprises in Nigeria .

The importance of fisheries to the Nigerian economy 
is indicated by its contribution to the gross domestic 
product being 5.4% in 2002 (FDF) and about 3% as at 
present (CBN 2012). Nigeria is both the highest fish 
producer and the highest fish consumers in Africa as 
well as the highest importer of fish and fishery 
products in Africa.

In terms of level of production, Nigeria is followed by 
Egypt in the production of fish in Africa. In a wider 
context aquaculture is a global industry with Asia 
being the biggest producing region representing 92% 

of the global total by production and over 79% by 
value, Asche (2010).

5.0. CURRENT EFFORTS ON AND OPPORTUNITIES IN 
AQUACULTURE IN NIGERIA

It is important to note that through concerted 
advocacy mounted by organizations such as NANTS 
on the need for expansion of the federal 
government’s Growth Enhancement Scheme (GES), it 
is heart-warming that the GES inputs has currently 
been extended to the fish farmers who now receive 
fingerlings, feeds and other inputs at subsidized rates 
aimed at increasing their performance outputs.
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8http://nigerianobservernews.com/09012014/news/news30.html#.VDT1Usi0rMw
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Similarly, at the regional level, one of the key 
components of the ECOWAS Agricultural Policy 
(ECOWAP) is the improvement of the aquaculture 
sector as a means of job creation and food security. At 
present, ECOWAS is collaborating with the World 
Bank on a West African Agricultural Production 
Programme – WAAPP, where 13 countries are 
participating (with CORAF as the implementing 
organ) on Aquaculture project, with Nigeria 
belonging to the WAAPP 1B segment.

At the level of the development organizations 
support, the USAID MARKETS II project on the 
development of aquaculture- (training and 
management of fish farmers for increased 
productivity)has become an important slate. In the 
FCT, Niger State, Kwara, Adamawa, Edo, etc,  there are 
large pockets of aquaculture farmers growing up 
through the MARKETS II project. Under the project, 
the farmers are trained to improve their productivity 
and incomes in fish production. All these efforts 
portend the commitment of all to the development of 
the fish farming industry in the country.

The opportunities provided by fish farming cuts 
across different dimensions. Recent studies estimates 
fish farming potential to create jobs at 6 million. 
Opportunities that exist in various areas of the fishing 
sub-sector include: hatchery, production of table size 
fish, construction of fish farms, storage, processing 
and preservation, packaging and trading, fish 
seed/feed production and multiplication, capacity 
development, extension services, research and 
development, etc. 

5.1. Government Interventions

It has been indicated that the Nigerian Government is 
willing to extend a number of incentives to serious 
investors as aquaculture is one of the major 
intervention commodities of the agricultural 
transformation agenda. To achieve this, the 
government has constituted the aquaculture value 
chain group that has focused on developing the value 
chain of fish production. The group sets a target to 
produce over 1million tons of fish per annum within 
the next 5 years. According to the Ministry of 
Agriculture, the transformation of the fish industry 
will involve virtually all other sectors of the economy 
including air and road transport, education, 
agriculture, finance, science and technology, energy 
and telecommunications. Some of the specific 
objectives with regards to the development of the 
fisheries sector are as listed below:

i. Development of the various products along the 
aquaculture value chain.

ii. Establish the chain linking up the market to 
consumers.

iii. Establish, maintain and enforce quality 
standards along all the value chains backed up 
by appropriate regulation for the purpose of fish 
farms certification.

iv. Reduce importation/eliminated aquaculture 
products and inputs.

The Fisheries Act 2014 which made the provision for 
Fisheries Commission is expected to provide a vital 
platform in making fish production more efficient; 
that is to implement actions in the management and 
sustainable utilization of fishery resources.

One of the strategies for the attainment of these goals 
is to increase production and activities along the 
aquaculture value chain which will require doubling 
the hectares (previously 60,000ha) under production, 
i.e. to 120,000 ha at 18 tons per hectare maximum 
production, the establishment of Water Recirculation 
System (WRS) and other intensive systems that can 
produce 40 tons per hectare or combination of the 
various systems. There are also plans for market 
development across the value chains

However, despite the need for regulation and 
guidance by the national government for the 
development and support of a national Nigerian 
aquaculture industry there are no specific laws or 
regulations aimed at the development of the 
aquaculture industry, in Nigeria except for the recent 
steps to ban importation of frozen fish into the 
country (FAO 2013). Meanwhile, the Federal 
Department of Fisheries is vested with the statutory 
responsibility of developing Nigeria’s fisheries for the 
attainment of sustainable self-sufficiency in fish 
production, utilization and resource conservation. 
There is also the National Fisheries Development 
Committee (NFDC) made up of Director of Federal 
Fisheries Department, State Directors of Fisheries, 
Director of Nigerian Institute for Oceanography and 
Marine Research (NIOMR), National Institute of 
Freshwater Fisheries Research (NIFFR) and the Vice 
Chancellors (or their Representatives) of the three 
Federal Universities of Agriculture is the highest 
policy formulating body in Fisheries matters. 

In terms of research, NIOMR is charged with the 
responsibilities to conduct Research into the 



9http://niffr.blogspot.com/p/historical-background.html
10A presentation made by Mr Jackson of the FMARDat one of NANTS stakeholders consultation on the aquaculture subsector.
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resources and physical characteristics of the Nigerian 
territorial waters and the high seas. NIFFR was one of 
the twenty-five Agricultural Research institutes then 
under the supervision of the Federal Ministry of 
Science and Technology. Due to the reorganization of 
some Research Institutes within the Federal Ministry 
of Science and Technology in 1987, the mandate of 
the Institute changed from multi-commodity to 
mono-commodity, namely; Freshwater Fisheries with 
emphasis on Hydrology, Fish Biology, Fisheries 
Management, Limnology, Environment, Fisheries 
Technology, Hatchery Management, Aquaculture, 
Socio-economics, Extension Liaison services and 
training. The Institute is now a parastatal under the 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development. The activities of the Institute is 
Coordinated by Agricultural Research Council of 
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Nigeria (ARCN).

5.2. Aquaculture in the Agriculture Transformation 
Agenda (ATA)

The ATA among other agricultural developmental 
agenda aims on achieving self-sufficiency in fish 
production through the provision of appropriate 
infrastructure to enhance fish production and 
utilization by the private sector. ATA highlights that 
this will be achieved by creating an enabling 
environment for the increased and sustainable 
production of over one million metric tonnes of 
aquaculture fish and to generate five hundred 
thousand jobs within five years. 

To accomplish this, the Department of fisheries in the 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development is saddled with the mandate of:

• The development and modernization of the 
means of production, processing, storage, 
and marketing of fish.

• Fish Monitoring, control and surveillance of 
Nigeria’s marine and freshwater fisheries 
resources for the achievement of resource 
conservation in partnership with relevant 
research institutes, Law enforcement 
Agencies. 

• Transfer of appropriate and modern 
fisheries technology to end users and 
Extension Agents in linkage with relevant 
State based extension Agencies.

• Fish quality assurance and value addition to 
enhance foreign exchange earnings from 
exported shell fish and fin fish (Promotion of 
export trade in shrimps and fish products as 
a means of earning foreign exchange from 
non-oil sources.

• Provision of fishing inputs to fishermen for 
increased fish production.

• Improvement on the quality of life in fishing 
villages.

• Reduction of post-harvest fish losses.

• Provision and Improvement of employment 
opportunit ies in the rural  f ishing 
communities thereby reducing rural urban 
migration, crime and criminalities.

• Acceleration and adoption of research in all 
aspects of fisheries.

5.3. E f f o r t s  b y  F M A R D  i n  A q u a c u l t u r e  
Development

Some of the efforts of the Department of fisheries in 
the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (FMARD) in ensuring successes in the 
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Aquaculture value chain in ATA are ;

i. Provision of 64 fish farm estate in the country.

ii. Establishment of about 100 fish fingerlings 
production centers in all states of the federation.

iii. Growth Enhancement Scheme which makes 
provision for fish juveniles, fish feed, water 
testing kit, weighing balance, fiber glass tanks 
and smoking kilns to farmers (840 farmers per 
state). In 2013, a total of 3.6 million juveniles, 
36,000 bags of 15 kg of feed and 200 water 

Reforming the Nigerian Agriculture through fishing farming.
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testing kits were provided to fishermen in ten 
states, at a total cost of 1.5 billion Naira.

iv. Standardization/Certification of farms through 
sensitization and training of stakeholders in the 
6 geo-political zones of the country.

v. Incorporation of fisheries into the school farm 
programme and curriculum in all tiers of 
education.

vi. Promotion of use of fish in the school feeding 
programme, e.g. Osun and Kano as pilots. 

vii. Development of new culturable species e.g. 
Heterotis, Carp and Tilapia.

viii. Capacity building (training of staff locally and 
internationally, workshops, meetings and 
seminars).

6.0. THE PROBLEMS OF FISH FARMING IN NIGERIA

6.1. Inadequate Awareness of the Potentials of Fish 
Farming

The Nigerian agrarian system has been majorly 
characterized by the cultivation of crops and rearing 
of livestock with little emphasis on the potentials of 
the aquaculture subsector to income generation and 
employment. Not many farmers know of the 
potentials of fish farming and this has affected the 
development of fish farming in Nigeria and most West 
African countries.

6.2. Lack of Data/Information

For adequate transformation to occur in the 
aquaculture subsector there must be accurate 
information on the current status as well as gaps, as 
this is key to ensuring that interventions are properly 
channelled. The unavailability of data is a major 
problem the entire agricultural sector is facing and 
not limited to the aquaculture subsector. Similarly, 
the lack of synergy between and within the data 
collecting agencies makes the information gotten 
incoherent and cannot be used for proper policy 
formulation. Information is critical for policy designs, 
and essentially for farmers to know the best types of 
stock and practices to adopt.

6.3. High Cost of Fish Feed

The increasing cost of fish feeds has been identified as 
a major problem discouraging farmers from going 
into or continuing with fish production. Most of the 
fish feeds used in the country are imported, and 
importation of feeds, according to fish farmers, is the 
major cause of the increasing price of fish feeds in the 
Nigerian market. Presently, a bag of Coppen feeds, an 
imported feed, cost N4,000 to N5,200 as compared to 
the price of a live fish, sold for about N500 and this is 

11
not favourable for the industry . 

6.4. Lack of Adequate Infrastructure

The production of fish requires basic infrastructure, 
for example, since water is the major component of 
fish production and tap water can be used, then 
having regular water supply is very important for the 
sector to develop especially for homestead fish farm. 
The transformation of the value chain of fish will 
require transport infrastructure for marketing, power 
for production, processing and storage.

11http://dailyindependentnig.com/2013/08/fish-farmers-lament-persistent-high-cost-of-feeds/



6.5. Inadequate Processing Facilities Leading to 
Post Harvest Losses

Processing and storage are key activities in the value 
chain development of the aquaculture industry. The 
lack of adequate processing facilities has been 
compounded by inadequate basic amenities.

6.6. Lack and Inaccessibility of Credit Facility to 
Farmer

Access to credit is very important for agriculture to 
develop in the country. Farmers have faced the 
problem of lack of access to loans at low interest rates 
and this has discouraged intending players in the 
sector. It is obvious that the agriculture sector is not 
an appealing sector for bank lending, leading to the 
non-functionality of the various schemes and 
initiative of the government to encourage banks to 
lend to the agricultural sector.

6.7. Insufficient Extension Workers to Cover the 
Ever Increasing Population of Farmers

The technicality of fish production demands that 
there is adequate contact of farmers with extension 
agents who are grounded in fish farming for advice 
and support to their farms, but the problems is that 
ratio of extension agents to farmers in Nigeria is 
outrageous, 1:1500 which is not near the FAO 
recommended ratio, meaning that extension contact 
with farmers is very low and this has affected the 
development of the sector. Besides, extension 
services dedicated to aquaculture assistance could be 
limited in scope due to corresponding limitations in 
human and financial resources.

6.8. Competition Between Artisanal Fishermen and 
Fish Farmers for Market

It was also identified that in some seasons, the market 
is glutted with fish products from the wild, thereby 
competing with commercial fish farmers for market. 

In this case the farmers sell at any price that is offered 
by the buyer because of the extra cost of keeping of 
the fish longer.

6.9. Inadequate Incentives to Motivate Workers of 
Fisheries and Aquaculture in the Country.

Some of the incentives to motivate fish farming will 
include training and capacity building for young 
graduates as well as creating an enabling 
environment for them to operate. The enabling 
environment will be in terms of grants, buyback 
mechanisms, price regulatory framework etc., and 
some of these are lacking in the industry and these 
has also affected the sector 

7.0. RECOMMENDATIONS 

In order to revive and improve on the aquaculture 
sector of the agriculture economy, government and 
stakeholder’s attention must be channeled towards 
the following:

7.1. Increasing Awareness for Fish Farming 

It is necessary for all stakeholders including the 
private sector and government to commit to letting 
people know about the potentials of the fish farming 
in income generation. The process can begin with 
trainings in secondary schools and capacity building 
programs targeting youths and young graduates. 
Awareness should be created among potential 
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Extension agents need more Staff to adequately monitor fishing activities
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investors, donor agencies and funding institutions on 
the role of commercial fish farming in supporting 
economic growth and reducing the level of poverty.

7.2. Research and Data Accuracy for Effective Policy 
Setting

The various agencies in charge of collection of 
agricultural data in Nigeria such as the National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS), FMARD, Federal 
Department of Fisheries (FDF) etc., must invest 
adequately in accurate data collection and collation in 
aquaculture related sectors for the purpose of 
appropriate policy formulation. Government should 
fund and support research activities in aquaculture as 
a matter of priority in key areas such as modern 
culture techniques, genetically improved indigenous 
fish species, culture system, innovative seed 
propagation method, fin and shell fish culture, 
techniques of farm design, feed formulation methods 
as well as fish farm management in general. Similarly, 
effective dissemination of new research findings 
through Extension Agents should be encouraged.

7.3. Training and Man-Power Development

Effective and efficient training in modern fishing 
technology (modern methods of fish farming) is 
crucial for the establishment of fish farms on large 
scale, and this is critical for the expansion of job 
creation capacity. Some long-term technical 
assistance for producers must not only be 

encouraged but be embarked upon by government 
and other stakeholders. The capacity of the producers 
must be increased for the development of the sector; 
for instance, the hatchery activities are very technical 
and farmers need to engage in that process too as an 
option for alternative income. There must also be 
training and retraining for extension agents while 
more extension agents should be employed by the 
Ministry.

7.4. Improving the Aquaculture Business 
Environment

In other to develop the aquaculture sector, 
government should put in place plans, policies, 
strategies as well as institutional framework for 
commercial aquaculture development. This can be 
achieved by convening a forum involving all 
stakeholders (fish farmers, researchers, financial 
institutions, fisheries administrators, cooperative 
societies and NGO’s) so as to define in clear terms 
financial incentive and promotional instrument in fish 
farming at commercial level. There is also the need for 
a good environment for investment that will allow 
easy access to government support, price control and 
also regulation of imported fish, etc.

7.5. Investing in Domestic Fish Feed Plants 

As a matter of priority, policies must be designed to 
encourage the development of fish blending plants in 
the country rather than spending money on the 
importation of fish feed. Private investors must be 
encouraged to build feed manufacturing industries.

7.6. Formation and Strengthening of Fish Farmers’ 
Cooperatives Societies 

Fish farmers should be assisted to organize 
themselves in groups popularly called Cooperative 
Societies as this will enhance pooling of resources 
together for the establishment of fish farming at 
commercial level. This will also strengthen their 
influence ability and linkages with existing networks 
of commercial fish farmers in other regions, locally 
and internationally. 

7.7. Access to Loans and Credit Facilities

Governments at all levels should make it possible for 
the farmer to access loans easily in conjunction with 
financial institutions. This is because effective 
financial services and improving access to credit are 
keys to business expansion and reduction of poverty 



(World Bank,1995). Hence efforts should be made by 
government to put in place policies that ensure low 
interest rates for farmers and extended payback 
period.

7.8. Tackling the Problem of Corruption

Government must show serious commitment to 
tackling the problem of corruption and lack of 
transparency in governance and in the management 
of funds meant for aquaculture development. For any 
government policy, plan and support in aquaculture 
sub-sector to be effective, the problems of corruption 
must be reduced to the barest minimum. Also, the 
insecurity situation of the country is an impediment 
to investors that want to put their resources into 
developing the sector. Therefore, issues of security 
should be given adequate consideration so as to 
create conducive environment for potential 
investors, as no investor will like to invest in an 
insecure environment.

7.9. Repositioning the Input Subsidy Scheme

In view of the fact that aquaculture is different from 
crop farming, it is therefore apparent that the model 
for input subsidy must be different and peculiar to the 
sub-sector. To this end, Government should establish 
an Agency positioned strategically in the region that 
will be responsible for procuring aquaculture inputs 
such as feeds, feed ingredients, fingerlings, fertilizers 

and hatchery materials for sale at relatively cheaper 
price to fish farmers.

8.0. CONCLUSION

Fish farming is obviously a way of diversifying incomes 
for small scale farmers and for solving the problems of 
poverty and unemployment. Although the 
governance structure remains a key issue in 
ameliorating constraints faced in fish production, civil 
society organizations, private sector, NGOs and all 
stakeholders must play their roles in the 
transformation of the sector. NANTS believes that the 
first step is to create adequate awareness among 
farmers and young people on the business potentials 
of fish farming and this should be followed by capacity 
building for small scale farmers, private investors, 
extension workers and all interest groups in the 
sector.
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ADESINA RECEIVES HONORARY DOCTORATE DEGREE AT 
PURDUE 
20th May, 2015
The Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Dr. 
Akinwumi Adesina, has bagged prestigious honorary 
Doctor of Agriculture degree at the Purdue University, West 
Lafayette, Indiana, United States. The award was conferred 
on him during spring commencement ceremonies in the 
West Lafayette Campus’ Elliot Hall of Music. Read more on: 
http://www.fmard.gov.ng/newspaper_inside/1588
Women Gender Professional Multi-Purpose Cooperative 
Society Ltd. Honours Honorable Minister of Agriculture 
And Rural Development.
Tue, May 12, 2015
The Honorable Minister of Agriculture and Rural 
Development Dr Akinwumi Adesina today the 12th May, 
2015 in ministry’s conference room, received an award for 
outstanding performance from Women Gender 
Professional Multi- Purpose Cooperative Society. Receiving 
the members of the association, on behalf of the 
Permanent Secretary of the ministry, Dr.Jide Olumeko, 
Director Food and Strategic Department thanked the 

IITA, AFDB TARGET RICE CULTIVATION IN NIGERIA
Wed. 20th May, 2015
The International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) and 
the Africa Development Bank (AFDB) are on the verge of 
increasing rice production in Nigeria and striking its name 
away from the list of countries that import huge amount of 
rice. Both organisations are aiming to achieve their goal 
through a project, Support to Agricultural Research for 
Development of strategic crops in Africa, instituted to help 
boost production of cassava, maize, rice and wheat in 
African countries.
F o r  m o r e  i n f o ,  g o  t o :  
http://www.fmard.gov.ng/newspaper_inside/1589
WHY THERE HAS BEEN NO FOOD RIOT IN NIGERIA – 
ADESINA, AGRIC MINISTER… Mon, May 11, 2015
Dr.Akinwumi Adesina, Nigeria’s celebrated Agriculture 
Minister has used his vast experience to revolutionize the 
nation’s agricultural sector and now vying to be the first 
Nigerian President of the African Development Bnak. 
Adesina, who enjoys the support of both President 
Goodluck Jonathan and President – Elect, Muhammadu 
Buhari for the top continental job, stands tall among other 

RECENT AGRIC NEWS
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visitors for the recognizing the Honorable minister’s 
positive achievements in transforming the Agriculture 
S e c t o r  i n  N i g e r i a .  F o r  f u r t h e r  r e a d i n g ,  
visit:http://www.fmard.gov.ng/news_inside/271
5,345 YOUTHS, WOMEN BENEFIT FROM ADESINA’S ATA
Tue, May 12, 2015 
No less than 5,345 youths and women have benefited from 
the Agricultural Transformation Agenda (ATA) of the Federal 
government which spearheaded by the current Federal 
Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, 
Dr.Akinwumi Adesina. Reports from Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development have revealed that 
women and youth were the main beneficiaries of the ATA. 
Read more on:http://www.fmard.gov.ng/news_inside/269
C B N  A M E N D S  C O M M E R C I A L  A G R I C  C R E D I T  
GUIDELINES…PG. 11
The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) says it has revised the 
Commercial Agriculture Credit Scheme (CACS) introduced 
in April 2010. The amendment is contained in a circular 
issued by Mr. Kelvin Amugo, the Director, Financial Policy 
and Regulatory Department, CBN, on Tuesday in Lagos.
F o r  f u r t h e r  r e a d i n g ,  
visit:http://www.fmard.gov.ng/newspaper_inside/1592
FRUIT WASTAGE NOSEDIVES ON GROWING COMMERCIAL 
USAGE
By Oluyinka Alawode
Though issues of infrastructure challenges such as poor 
state of roads linking some rural and urban areas and lack of 
storage facilities still cause post-harvest losses of fruits, but 
massive commercial utilization is reducing wastages. Peter 
Hartmann, Former Director-General, International Institute 
of Tropical Agriculture (IITA) said in 2010 that in Nigeria, 
post-harvest loss of crop was more than one – third for 
fruits, this was about 50 percent in many African countries. 
R e a d  m o r e  o n :  
http://www.fmard.gov.ng/newspaper_inside/1590
‘HOW TO REDUCE FOOD PRICES’
Mon. 18th May, 2015
The Federal Government has been urged to increase 
agricultural productivity and value addition if it is to reduce 
food prices and import. The Deputy Director-General 
(Administration), Agricultural and Rural management 
Training Institute (ARMTI), Dr Ademola Adeyemo, said 
there was need for massive national effort to promote key 
commodity value chains and achieve self-sufficiency in food 
production. He urged the government to focus on 
improving food security and reducing hunger as the 
population increases.
F o r  m o r e  o n  t h i s ,  g o  
to:http://www.fmard.gov.ng/newspaper_inside/1587
Ogun farmers get improved stems
Farmers in Olorunda Community in Abeokuta North Local 
Government Area of Ogun State, have been supported with 
high yielding cassava varieties for cultivation, and urged to 
adopt good agronomic practices in order to ensure 
bountiful yields. About 200 farmers, who participated in the 
pre-season training organized by Cassava: Adding Value for 
Africa, (CAVA II), Nigeria, in collaboration with Agricultural 
Media Resources and Extension Centre (AMREC) of the 
Federal University of Agriculture, Abeokuta were given 600 
bundles of improved cassava stems; and urged to explore 

contestants, having worked in all regions of the continent 
before taking the agriculture portfolio in Nigeria. In an 
interview, Adesina speaks on his bid, his service to Nigeria 
and unfolds his agenda for transforming Africa’s economic 
development to give succor to the people of the continent. 
Visit:http://www.fmard.gov.ng/news_inside/270for more 
info.
FIIRO SEEKS NEW LAWS, STANDARDS ON FOOD SAFETY 
20th May, 2015
The Federal Institute of Industrial Research Oshodi, FIIRO, 
Lagos, on Tuesday stressed the need for a food safety policy 
that would strengthen the growth of the nation’s food 
industry. FIIRO Deputy Director, Food Safety and Quality 
Management Division, Bio-Tech Department, Dr Yemisi 
Asagbra made the call in an interview with the News Agency 
of Nigeria (NAN) in Lagos.
Visit:http://www.fmard.gov.ng/newspaper_inside/1594
OGUN, BATN ROLL OUT EMPOWERMENT SCHEME ON 
POULTRY FARMING, TRAIN WOMEN FARMERS
 By Razaq Ayinla
As part of efforts aimed at encouraging further investment 
in poultry farming through small and medium – scale 
enterprises, the Ogun State government is partnering the 
British- American Tobacco Nigerian Foundation (BATNF) on 
human capacity development and material empowerment 
of women poultry farmers in all three senatorial districts. 
Speaking at the certificate presentation for the first set of 
women farmers trained on poultry value chain in Abeokuta 
on Monady, Abimbola Okaya, General Manger, BATNF, said 
the foundation was established with the vision to reduce 
poverty in Nigerian communities, targeting all divisions 
within the state.
R e a d  m o r e  
on:http://www.fmard.gov.ng/newspaper_inside/1590
POOR ROAD NETWORK HINDERS MARKET ACCESS TO 
FARM PRODUCE
By Josephine Okojie
The greatest problems confronting rural farmers and 
communities in Nigeria are the absence of critical 
infrastructure such as ‘motorable’ roads. This is hindering 
market access for farmers in such communities who work 
assiduously to eke out a living from farming. A recent visit to 
Ogun-Osun River Basin Development Authority, Oke-oban, 
Ogun State, during the raining season took us more than 
two hours from Lagos, a journey that was supposed to take 
l e s s  t h a n  h o u r .  V i s i t ,  
http://www.fmard.gov.ng/newspaper_inside/1590for 
more info.
WAAPP, IAR&T distribute improved maize, rice seeds to 
farmers
The Institute of Agricultural Research and Training ( I.A.R. 
&T), Moor Plantation, Ibadan has distributed improved 
maize and rice seeds to farmers in the institute adopted 
villages and environs to enhance their productivity. The 
Director of the institute, Prof. James Alabi Adediran, 
admonished farmers to carry-out all the agronomic 
practices on the crops as it was recommended by the 
extension personnel. He said the varieties of the seeds 
distributed have been found to be well adapted to the 
southwest agro-ecologies. Read more on:
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new productivity enhancing technologies which can 
improve their productivity as well as increase their profit 
margin. Visit http://thenationonlineng.net/new/ogun-
farmers-get-improved-stems/ for more
Managing water to boost agric productivity 

To produce sufficient 
food for the country’s 
teeming population, 
t h e r e  m u s t  b e  
sustainable and modern 
agricultural practices. 
To achieve this, basic 
agricultural inputs are 
required. One of these 

is having an effective irrigation system, a development now 
stimulating investment interest, DANIEL ESSIET reports. 
Sola  Adeniyi  and  his farmer friends  regularly seek for 
ways of improving their farm yields. Visit:
http://thenationonlineng.net/new/category/business/agri
culture/  for further reading
Wheat Self-Sufficiency: How Lack Of Power, Insurgency 
Hinder Production

• By Fabian Odum on 
May 17, 2015 
Although Nigeria has vast arable 
land suitable to grow enough 
wheat to meet its national 
demand and Agr icu l tura l  
Transformation Agenda (ATA) 
poised to stimulate substantial 
quantities by its 2017 projection, 

facts on ground point to the contrary. One of the natural 
resources with which to actualize the dream of growing 
sufficient wheat is the body of water in Lake Chad. Go 
to:http://www.ngrguardiannews.com/2015/05/wheat-
self-sufficiency-how-lack-of-power-insurgency-hinder-
production/for more.
UNDP supports Kenyan farmers through climate change 
project 
Tuesday, 19 May 2015 07:29
The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in 
conjunction with the Kenyan government has launched a 
US$4.2mn project in arid and semi-arid regions to boost 
crop and animal production in the wake of severe effects of 
climate change. The government has distributed 57 Galla 
goats, 17 dairy goats and 100 beehives to local beneficiaries 
in the sub-county. “This project will help reclaim dry land for 
crop and animal husbandry by addressing land degradation. 
This will increase the size of arable land and boost tree and 
livestock populations,” observed Prof Fred Sigor, Kenya’s 
agriculture and livestock principal secretary. For further 
r e a d i n g ,  g o  t o :  
http://africanfarming.net/crops/agriculture/undp-
supports-kenyan-farmers-through-climate-change-project
Group Berates FG Over Bio-Safety Law
By Gbenga Akinfenwa on May 17, 2015 
A GROUP, Nigeria Against Genetically Modified Organisms 
(GMO) has faulted the recently signed National Bio-safety 
Agency Bill into law by the outgoing-President, Dr. Goodluck 

http://thenationonlineng.net/new/waapp-iart-distribute-
improved-maize-rice-seeds-to-farmers/
Buhari urged to review fertilizer prices
The   incoming administration of General  Muhammadu 
Buhari  (retd) has  been urged  to consider  the downward 
review of fertilizer price. The Deputy Director, Department 
of General Administration, Agricultural and Rural 
Management Training  Institute (ARMTI), Dr Ademola 
Adeyemo, said the soaring price of fertilizer, despite  
government subsidy on the commodity,  is  a major cause of 
concern which is not helping  the  interest of small farmers. 
With the government setting into motion an action plan, he  
urged  the  government  to look into the inherent problems  
a n d  a d d r e s s  t h e m .  R e a d  m o r e  o n :  
http://thenationonlineng.net/new/buhari-urged-to-
review-fertiliser-prices/
Reducing agro-exports rejection in global market

Markets in the United States, 
Europe and Asia have been 
attractive to Nigerians because 
some firms and individuals have 
exported their produce, including 
fruits and vegetables, to these 
markets and made huge profits. But 
things are fast changing with 
stringent requirements on quality, 

safety and health standards which has led to the rejection of 
agro produce. Efforts are in progress to address this. OVER 
15 per cent of agro and food  exports  grown in Nigeria and  
other West African countries are  rejected by buyers in 
Europe, Asia and the United States because they do not 
meet minimum quality standards.For more on this, 
visit:http://thenationonlineng.net/new/reducing-agro-
exports-rejection-in-global-market/
Foreign Rice Importers: Game To Return Nigeria As 
Dumping Ground

 I n  t h e  r a s h  o f  
m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  b e i n g  
peddled in the media, it has 
b e c o m e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  
separate the wheat from the 
chaff, as some entrenched 
interests seem bent on 
truncating the genuine 
strides made so far by the 

President Jonathan Administration to make the nation self-
sufficient in rice production. Read more on:
http://www.ngrguardiannews.com/2015/05/foreign-rice-
importers-game-to-return-nigeria-as-dumping-ground/
Benin study reveals weaver ants boost cashew yield

Thursday, 14 May 2015 06:30
The presence of weaver ants can 
increase cashew nut yields by up 
to 150 per cent, say researchers 
.The ants, known by their Latin 
name ‘Oecophyllalonginoda’, 
reportedly act as an effective 
natural foil to a range of insect 

pests; most notably the West African fruit fly, which has 
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Jonathan, describing it as a 
ruse, scam, charade and a 
v e i l  u n d e r  w h i c h  
M o n s a n t o ,  D u p o n t ,  
Sygenta and similar foreign 
Bio-tech companies can 
achieve a strong foothold 
in  t h e  co u nt r y.V i s i t :  
http://www.ngrguardiann
ews.com/2015/05/group-

berates-fg-over-bio-safety-law/ for more.
New Holland donates tractor to Uganda mission 
Tuesday, 19 May 2015 07:01

New Holland 
has donated a 
T D 5 . 9 5  
tractor to a 
m i s s i o n a r y  
pro ject  for  
former child 
s o l d i e rs  i n  
Uganda 
The initiative, 
which is being 
rolled out by 

Ugandan priest Emmanuel Maria Vura, known locally as 
‘Father Natalino’,  provides young people in Uganda with a 
source of income and food, according to Vura. It is also 
expected to rehabilitate them by teaching them new skills. 
Visit 

http://africanfarming.net/technology/machinery-

equipment/new-holland-donates-tractor-to-uganda-

mission for more.

been known to cause considerable damage to cashew 
c r o p s .  R e a d  m o r e  
on:http://africanfarming.net/crops/agriculture/benin-
study-reveals-weaver-ants-boost-cashew-yield
Poland Seeks To Invest More In Nigeria’s Agriculture

By EDITOR on May 17, 2015  THE Polish 
Minister of the Economy Mr. Dycha has 
said that Poland can work with Nigeria 
to achieve self-sufficiency in fish 
production because of the availability of 
modern fish processing facilities in 
Poland.The Minister, who paid a 
courtesy call on the Minister of 
Agriculture and Rural Development in 

Abuja on Tuesday disclosed that most of the fish products 
imported into Nigeria from Norway are processed in 
P o l a n d . R e a d  m o r e  o n :  
http://newngrguardiannewscom.c.presscdn.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/05/adesina12.jpg
Antibiotic alternative wins Africa innovation prize 
Friday, 15 May 2015 06:13
The Innovation Prize for Africa (IPA) 2015 has been awarded 
to Moroccan researcher Adnane Remmal. Remmal won the 
US$100,000 grand prize at the event, hosted by the African 
Innovation Foundation (AIF) in Skhirat, Morocco this week, 
for his antibiotic alternative for livestock farmers.
The patented all-natural anti-microbial formula reduces 
health hazards in livestock and prevents the transmission of 
multi-resistant bacteria and carcinogens to humans 
through consumption of milk, eggs and meat.
For more on this, go to:
http://africanfarming.net/livestock/cattle/antibiotic-
alternative-wins-africa-innovation-prize
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